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New York Openings This Week 


The King and I-St. James, 3/29/51. Rodgers & Hammerstein musical based on Mar- 
‘garet Landon's novel "Anna end the King of Siam". Directed by John van Druten, star- 
ring Gertrude lawrence, Yul re a pesewey Sarnoff and Doretta Morrow are featured. 


Digests of Current Reviews -~ mor on back page 


The School for \/ives-ANTA Pleyacinns; 3/18/51. Mild pro notices greeted ANTA 
limited run presentation of Theatre de 1‘ Anthenee Company in Noliere's 17th century 
comedye Stylized ensemble acting of Louis Jouvet and his Paris company received po- 
lite compliments from 411 of the daily critics. As most of the reviewers admitted 
their French was not up to par, there was not much actual criticism pro or con of 
the production. Coleman, Mirror, did think that’ it was a little too much for one 
evening. He would rather have had a briefer dose. Domique Blancher, Lionique Mell- 
nand ond Jean Richard shared praises with actor=director Louis Jouvete Sets and cos- 
‘tumes by Christian Berard were recommended, for stiity-by-American producers and de- 
signers‘for their simple ingenuity, by: Atkivsens Times. Claiming he wasn't bitter, 
Bolton, Morning Telegraph, suggested’ that ANTA might have cast same play with Ameri- 
can actors, who are badly in need of work. ‘There was 4 wide difference of opinion on 
the merits of the Inglish synopsis in the progrpim. Students were urged to see superb 
example of stylized ensemble acting in the proper Moliere tradition. 


The Green Pastures-Broadway, 3/15/51. ° Mogezine critics joined bandwagon for re- 
vivel of Marc Connelly's folk tale presented by \Wigreen Company and staged by Mre 
Connellys Though several had miner reservations, they agreed that portrayal of 27 
year old William ‘l™rshall as "de Lawd" was more than 2dequateé. Though most admitted 
the tall, dignified youth didn't have the dignity which Richard Be Harrison brought 
to the part. Francis, Billboard, compleined | ‘that Broadway theatre was too large for 
such @ production. Hobe, Variety, had mony criticisms on the dated writing, staging 
and scenery, still joined his colleagues in praising the entire cast. Lardner, New 
Yorker, noted thot present production places emphasis on Noah rather than Gabriel. 
Most remarked that theme is even more apt todey than it was’ 2l years agoe This was 
evidenced by Gabriel, Cue, who reported that even the lady who trod. on his feet leav- 
ing the theatre stopped to 


Springtime for Henry-Golden, zy /14/51. Three weekly approisers panned revival of 
Benn a Levy's comedy starring Edward Fverett Horton in the role he has been touring 
the lend in for 18. yeors,: New- Yorker, Time and Cue critics were amazed that the co- 
medy could have iasted so long on the..roade Hobe, Veriety, agreed that entire theme 
of comedy was changed from lightweight sex fable to lowdown farcee Time critic is 
convinced those 18 years must hove been either © miracle or a misprinte Francis,’ 
Billboard, was in the minority with his “pro” review,’ which called show amusing piece 
of fluff. 


Critical favorites of the theatre reyiewers should win the April 3rd New York 
Critics’ Circle Awards — ‘Though the critics have been known to change their minds af- 
ter filing reviews. Clifford Odets’ The: Country Girl and Christopher Fry's The Lady's 
Not For Burning both won 23 "pro"™ réviews from the 30 critics’ reviews tabulated. 
Favorite show of the season was Guys and Dolls with 29 rave votes. 
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Shows are rated as to how the critics liked them not if they think they will be 
hits. "So-So" means the critic did not state directly if he recommends the show for 
an entertaining or stimulating evening. 


le NY Times 11. Women's Wear Deily 21. Freemon 

2. NY Herald Tribune 12. Wall Street Journal 222 Commonweal 

3- NY News 13- Journal of Commerce 23- Cue 

4. NY Mirror 14. George Jean Nathan 24. ChreScieMonitor 
NY Composs Ward Morehouse... 25. Sat.Review Lit. 
6. NY Post 16. Morning Telegraph — 26. Newsweek 

NY Journal ‘merican Variety 27> Time 

8, World Telegram & Sun Billboard . 28. Notion . 

9e Brooklyn Fagle .19. Theatre Arts 29. New Republic 


106 Newark News _ 20.6 New Leader 30. New Yorker 


AFFAIRS OF STATE-Music Box, 9/25/80. Pro: 2-3-4-5-7- ~8-13-17-18-27- 
Cone. 

ANGEL IN THE PAWNSHOP-Booth, 1/18/51». Pr Prot 3-6-8-10-11-12-13-18-30. 

Cons 
THE, AUTUMN GARDEN-Coronet Pro: 2 -8-9-16-23-26-27- 28-30, 

‘Cont 1=4=5-6-10-11-2 15-17-18. 
BELL, BOOK AND CANDLE-Borr ymore, Prot 23 votes. 

‘Cont. 
BILLY’ BUDD-Biltmore, | 2/10/515 Prot 1-6-8-9-10-1 3-17=23-24-25-26-27- 
Con: 2=3-4-5-7-11-12-18-20-2 2-30. 


GALL ME MADAM-Imperial ,. 10/12/50. Pro: 23 votese Cont, 18-19- 28-29 Sor Sot 3. 


THE COUNTRY. GIRL-Lyceum,. 11/10/50." Prot 23 votess: Cont 4-8- 14 28-30. 


GENTLEMEN PREFER BLONDES-Ziegfeld, 12/8/50... Prot 21 votess Cont 


$0-So8 14-18-22=23-27¢ 
GUYS AND’ DOLLS-46th St Theatre, 11/24/50. Pros. 29 votes. Cons 28. 


.THE HAPPY TIME-Plymouth, 1/24/50, 20 votes. Con. 5- 


THE HIGH GROUND-48th St. Theatre,.2/20/5ls.. Prot 4-6-7-10. ‘Cont 1-2-3+5-8=9. 


ME KATE-Shubert, 12/31/48. Pros 27 votes. Cont 29. 


. THE. LADY'§ NOT FOR BURNING 12/8/50.: votese: Cont: 3-5-1 1-29, 
So- 50-502 17-30, 
THE MEMBER OF THE VEDDING-Empire, 1/5/50. Pros 25 votese Cons 14. So-L0% 2=27-30-6 


THE MOON IS BLUE-Miller, 3/8/56 Pros 19 votes. None-12=13- 19-20-21- 22-28 


“OUT _OF THIS WORLD-Century, 12/21/50. Prot 4-5-6-7=8-10-11-13-23-29-30. So-Sot 
Cont 
THE ROSE TATTOO-Mort in ‘Beck, 2/3/51. Prot 17 votese Cont 4-6-7- 14-24-25- 


8, 

SEASON, IN THE SUN-Cort, 9/28/50. Prot 19 ‘votes. Cont 9-1 1120-2428, -90% 10. 

SECOND THRESHOLD-Morosco, 1/2/51. Prot 
Cont 4-9-13-14-17-18-20-23-27-28, 

SOUTH PACIFIC-Majestic, 4/8/49. Pros 30. 


Con: 27¢ 23. 
TWENTIFTH CENTURY-Fulton, 12/24/50. Pror ‘20 vot votese Cont 5-24-28, 


.RENESS AT_NOON-Royale, 1/13/51. Prot 16 votese Cont 1-14- 17-19-22 24-26- 


' A Key to NYC Criticism At A Glance ' ee 
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Green Room Department ' 


TEMPERAMENTAL CRITICS,.+Leading liilan critic halted opening night performance of The 
Consul by furiously blowing 9 whistle to lead students who disliked the music 
drama, Stage reports, While the Italian first night audience expresses its ap- 
proval or dislike for each number or scene at the time, there are no curtain 
calls. A miniature stampede for the doors at the end of the drame or concert 
ensues instead. 


COLUMN TIPS..eGuess what famous theatricol figure is back on the analyst's couch, “ei” 
asks Kilgallen...Frank.Costello's speech pattern and voice tones are exactly 
those of Lee Shubert, notes Sylvester, News..eRodgers and Hammerstin insisted 
box office personnel at a certain theatre be changed, whispers Winchell. 


EDITORIAL WELCGIE..-Louis Jouvet and his Theatre de l'Athenee company were welcomed 
by Times editorial. His work is stamped with originality, meticulous technique 
and appreciation of great dramatic literature. 


PUN'S FUNeeeHi Phillips, WT&S, latest “Cepsule Critiques":-"Darkness At Noon"-- The 
Red Pastures,e«."The Moon Is Blue"--The Lady's Not For Spurmingeee"The Rose Tat- 
too"-- Tennessee's Waltzeeo"The Second Threshold"--Strife With Father..." Out Of 
This ‘iorld"--Under The Greenwood Tree.e."Romeo and Juliet"--The Rose By Any 
Other Name Tattoo. 

ROAD SHO? “PAN"..«eThe NY hearings of the Kefauver Committee might make a good melo- ~~ 
drama titled "The Pointing Finger" reports Sylvester, News, in open letter to 
Lee Shubert. Several changes must be made before it is ready for Broadway. It 
must be entirely recast, the time of the story must be shifted to one day and 
the direction must be more professionel. A long road tour is necessary to whip 
it into chape. 


PEGLER AT “MADAII"..eA tattered old burlesque sketch written by political partisans to 
the best of their feeble originality. This is how Pegler, Journal American, 
feels about Lindsay ond Crouse's book for Call lie Mademe It seems to him that 
they ignored inviting openings for intelligent, political satire for ignoble 
reasonse But Ethel Merman's singing saved the day for all concerned. 


"TI-COQ" BATTLE.«.Controversy continues to rage in Caneda over NY penning of Fride--~: 
lin's folk drame. Quebec City Chronicle Telegraph rapped Toronto papers for 
mild reception of their favorite, repeats Variety. They acsused Toronto papers 
of trying to prove their tastes equel to New York critics. Trade paper points 
out that three Toronto critics attended NY opening, while only one Montreal paper 
sent a reviewer. 


"BUDD" CAMPAIGN.«sTheatrical virtues of Billy Budd may have been overlooked by re- 
viewers who concentrated on play's morels, apologizes Watts, Poste..$1000 con- 
tribution received from Philadelphia fan who hasn't seen show, but was moved by 
SRL'’s Brown review, reports Lyons, Post..eRussian Tea Room gives entire display 
window to the show. 


* Theatre News Round Up ' 
ANTA being sued by playwright David Arnold Balch for loss of a manuscript..."Show- 
time, USA" renewed for 13 weeks on ABC-TV by Dodge---Gsorge Bernard Shaw's Rolls Royce 
brought $9520 at auction...eLeague of NY Theatres asking Congress to . tax on eight 
million free radio and TV tickets given out annuallyee.Margaret Webster and Maurice 
Bvans will make King Richard II film in NY this summer. 


HGJARD LINDSAY...Pleywright-actor is fairly certain the theatre will survive but 
he is mighty scared of TV, learned Gross, Newse It is going to create a race of 
people who won't read, go places or do anything else but sit in front of their home 
Screens. Those who think it is just the novelty are wrong. 


FREDERIC WARCH AND FLORENCE ELDRIDGE...The Autumn Garden stars, who &re celebra.- 


ting their 25th enniversary as an acting team differed on the place of husband and 
wife teams in show business when they appeared on WNBC Hi Jinxe March thinks it is 
an entirely new practice which started with the Lunts, while his wife thinks it is 
merely a revival of an old thestre tradition which dates back to Marlowe's time. 


* Digests of Current Reviews * 


Romeo and Juliet-Broadhurst, 3/10/51. Divided opinion from weekly reviewers on 
merits of Olivia de Havilland ond the entire production. Cue, Newsweek, New Yorker 
and Billboard critics thought de Havilland was just about perfect visually 4nd his- 
tronicallye Though Lardner, New Yorker, and Newsweek critic panned entire produc- 
tion. Trade poper critic pleced bleme directly on Peter Glenville, whose staging 
lecked the proper vigor and pacée Latter. critic agreed that de Havilland was neither 
@ good enough actress nor a magical enough Juliet. Douglas Watson's portrayal was 
also attacked as weake Scenery and costumes by Oliver Messel again won top honors. 
Wide difference of opinion also expressed on merits of supporting cast. Majority 
thought they were fine, but Time critic noted that the — was done in every con- 
ceivable style. 


The Autumn Garden-Coronet, 3/7/51. Unusual. pro review for play filed by its 
director when Harold Clurman, New Republic, devoted his whole drama review to the me- 
rits of the Hellman pley which he staged. Such a review was possible, he explained, 
because he considers the script one of the most deftly constructed, most maturely 
thought and most scrupulously written. play available ina long time. The play has 
all the density of a big ‘novel, it is lucid, witty, incisive, dram@tic and unques- 
tionebly the subtlest and most probing of 211 Hellman playse Its one limitation is 
a typical Hellmen fault. . She expresses no love for her -characterse Hellman will be 
a much finer artist when she melts o bit, he concludes. 


Springtime Folly-Golden, 2/27/51-2/28/51. Quick flop, billed by most as worst 
play of season, wouldn't have received any encouregement from critics of New Yorker, 
Cue end Commonweal. Kerr, Commonweal, is convinced play proves his theory that. any- 
one, but anyone, can get into the theatre if they have the necessory money. Gabriel, 
Cue, doesn't want to heer anyone mention the matter againe While Lerdner, New Yorker, 
thinks the actors involved should hove woited until the Kefauver committee ruled on 
the necessity of witnesses being forced to appear. in an entertainment against their 
will. ; 


Gary Stevens, “Luncheon at Sardi's" producer, i hunting anecdotes about Larry 
Hart for forthcoming book on Rodgers and Hart..elMary Margaret McBride starts ABC net- 
work program April 9o.oNBC cancels "The Big. Show". may.6.eeFarl Wilson, Post, may do a 
late evening WJZ interview show...i/illiom Hawkins, WT&S, promoted via full page ad 
and cards.on delivery trucks..eJohn iMoson Brown, SRL, elected to Mietropolitan Museum 
of Art boerd of trustees...Sam Zolotow is paid up member of Equity, reveals Winchell 
oeeCh@rles Zerner, Times, and Ben S. Gross, News, have sold their play \hhat This Town 
Needs to Van Kirk and Kotzkae..Governor Dewey signed theatre ticket fee bill, $1.00 
may be charged after June lst..eThe Stage Managers Club have cancelled "Talent 51". ” 
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